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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Dr. Liz MacDonald,  
a 1995 Wa-Hi graduate and former 
Great Explorations attendee, works 
for NASA (National Aeronautical and 
Space Administration) at the Goddard 
Space Flight Center in Maryland. 
She leads a citizen science project 
called Aurorasaurus (http://www.
aurorasaurus.org/), which uses citizen 
observations and social media to 
predict the Northern Lights, which 
can even be seen in Washington!  In 
2018, she announced the discovery 
of a new aurora called STEVE 
(Strong Thermal Emission Velocity 
Enhancement).

Liz has been studying the glitter of 
the Northern Lights for more than 20 
years, and it never ceases to amaze 
her. In addition to citizen science and 
outreach, Liz does some amazing 
high-tech space physics. She has 
also led teams that build instruments 
to measure charged particles in the 
space environment for NASA and DOE 
(Department of Energy) satellite and 
rocket missions. 

“What are the Northern Lights and how 
do you know when is the best time to see 
them? How can you make contributions 
to NASA science from Walla Walla?” 

Liz will introduce you to the beautiful 
basics of the physics that cause the 
aurora borealis. She will share how you 
can participate in this discovery, and how 
scientists are using both satellite data 
and information from the public to figure 
out where and when Northern Lights are 
best seen. During the keynote address, 
you will also learn more about the Sun, 
magnetic fields, and glitter (!) by putting 
the amazing Northern Lights in the 
spotlight.

sPonsors
Great Explorations in Education thanks the following sponsors 

for their generous support of the 2019 Great Explorations 
 in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math Conference.
Walla Walla Public Schools  • Whitman College  •  YWCA of Walla Walla 

American Association of University Women - Walla Walla
GENERAL OPERATING SUPPORT 

J.L. Stubblefield Trust • Clara and Art Bald Trust • Mary Garner Esary Trust  
George T. Welch Testamentary Trust • Yancey P. Winans Testamentary Trust  

Blue Mountain Community Foundation
SPECIAL THANKS TO 

Whitman College Computer Science Department, 
Dr. Janet Davis and the Senior Capstone Project 

for developing and creating the new oninline registration website.

30WORKSHOPS

Liz is our 2019 GE Key Note Speaker, 
and a WA-HI Graduate of Distinction.  

Cool fun with a Static Generator

 

conference goaLs

 *Lunch Provided: We cannot accommodate special dietary needs. If you need special 
food, we recommend you pack your own lunch. Water and fresh fruit will be available.

To provide 5th through 8th grade girls with an 
informal, hands-on experience with careers 
that utilize science, technology, engineering 

and math.  

To provide an opportunity to meet and form 
personal contacts with women in these 

exciting careers.

www.gewallawalla.com     •    email: gewallawalla@gmail.com

Una Aventura de Ciencias, Tecnología, Ingeniería y  
Matemáticas para chicas del 5º al 8º grados

saBado, marZo 9, 2019 
 

registro de estudiantes 8:20 am – 8:50 Pm
evento 9:00 am – 2:45 Pm
En el Cordiner Hall el campus de Colegio Whitman

La esquina de Park y Boyer, Walla Walla

Pregunta cómo puedes asistir:
1. Pregunta a tu maestro.  
2. Llama a Carol Morgan al 509-520-9977
    email: GEwallawalla@gmail.com   
3. Pregunta en la YWCA de WW.   
4. Visita el sitio web: 
www.gewallawalla.com

¿Habla usted español? 
¿Necesita ayuda para entender esta 

forma?  Para mas ayuda llame a 
Delia Gutiérrez 509-851-4195

30 Talleres que se imparten en laboratorios y salones de clases del colegio
Ven y aprende cuál podría ser tu futuro

 Meet “STEVE”  
NOT an Aurora after all.

 Dr. Liz MacDonald,

solar scientist Science can make  

your hair stand on end

scHeduLe   
saturday, march 9, 2019

Cordiner Hall Lobby - Whitman Campus

8:20 to 8:50 am  ........Student Check-in 
                                  (Cordiner Hall Foyer)

9:00 to 10:00 am . .....Orientation / Keynote 
                                  (Cordiner Hall Foyer)

10:15 to 11:15 am .....Workshop A 
                                  (Science/Olin Hall)

11:30 to 12:15 am  ....Break / Food* 
                                  (Cordiner Hall Foyer)

12:30 to 1:30 pm ......Workshop B 
                                  (Science/Olin Hall)

1:40 to 2:40 pm ........Workshop C / evals 
                                  (Science/Olin Hall)

2:45 pm ....................Students Escorted 
                                  back to Cordiner                      
                                  Hall for pick-up

www.gewallawalla.com   •   gewallawalla@gmail.com
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